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Meeting of the Global Health 
Sociology Network

 Global Health Sociology Network (GHSN) is a 
collabora�ve body comprising chair persons of three 
organisa�ons working on similar themes – the 
ESHMS, the Interna�onal Sociological Associa�on 
( ISA)  Research Commi�ee 15 and European 
Sociological Associa�on Research Network 16. While 
all of the organisa�ons have close research interests 
there is the clear and func�onal division of labor 
between them.

 The last mee�ng of the GHSN took place in 
Prague during the ESA biannual conference. The 
organisa�ons were represented by Guido Giarelli 
(ISA), Sakari Karvonen (ESHMS) and the newly 
elected chair person of ESA RN16 Angela Genova 
along with Mar�na S�pkova from the new board and 
Ema Hresanova (the former chair person). The aim of 
the mee�ng was to evaluate the collabora�on, to 
coordinate events and to discuss further joint 
ac�ons.

 P a r �c i p a n t s  o f  t h e  m e e �n g  f o u n d 
collabora�on very frui�ul and decided to consider 
more op�ons for joint efforts in the future. Next year 
the GHSN will organize jointly two PhD workshops: 
one in Lisbon (May 16-19) on mixed methods and 
another one on narra�ve studies before the ESHMS 
conference. There will also be a special  joint session 
on aging, health and life course organized by the ISA 
RC15 in Vienna, June 10-14. 2016.

 Further collabora�on is planned related to a 
Special Issue in Social Theory & Health. More details 
of  th is  ac�on wi l l  be  announced in  the next 
Healthscapes Newsle�er.

Sakari Karvonen

(from left side: Prof. Sakari Karvonen, 
Prof. Terje Eikemo, Prof. Ronald Labonté)



ESHMS 16�� BIENNAL CONGRESS

27-29 June 2016
University of Geneva

Call for papers

 Healthy lives: technologies, policies and 
experiences 

 In European socie�es, the impera�ve of good 
h e a l t h  ke e p s  e x p a n d i n g .  H e a l t h  l i t e r a c y, 
developments in personalized medicine, health and 
illnessself-monitoring through mobile informa�on 
and communica�on technologies, shared medical 
decision making,rising individualiza�on of risks in 
health insurances,  al l  support the norma�ve 
importance of leading healthy lives. In daily life and in 
encounters with healthcare ins�tu�ons, individuals 
are expected to manage their own health through the 
adop�on of healthy behaviours and/or endorsement 
of  pa�ent-centred and fami ly  focused care. 
Healthism, self-surveillance and individual regula�on 
affect the experience of healthy and ill individuals, 
their rela�onships with healthcare professionals, but 
also public health policies and the monitoring of 
popula�on health. At the same �me, different social 
t re n d s  c h a l l e n ge  t h i s  d o m i n a nt  d i s co u rs e . 
U n f a v o u r a b l e  c o n d i �o n s  i n  c h i l d h o o d , 
socioeconomic inequali�es, instability of family �es, 
i n c r e a s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  j o b 
performance,inequali�es in access to health care and 
growing difficul�es associated with ageing limit the 
ability to lead healthy lives. Furthermore, some 
individuals deliberately challenge the impera�ve for 
health and youth, by refusing medical treatments or 
disease screening, by adop�ng risky behaviours, or by 
cri�cizing health-sustaining technologies and 
strategies. 
The conference aims to address the dominant norm 
of leading healthy lives (technologies, policies and 
experiences) and to considerthe different resources 
used to reach ‘health’.

Papers addressing theore�cal issues or presen�ng 
empirical research, both qualita�ve and quan�ta�ve, 
are welcomed. 

In addi�on to this central focus, abstracts in the main 
domains of  health and medical  sociology are 
welcomed. Proposi�ons for sessions are also 
welcomed.

Important deadlines: 

pre-organized sessions: 
November 20th 2015

abstracts: 
December 20th 2015
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The ESHMS paper prize 2016
The ESHMS offers financial support to 1 PhD student or 
postdoctoral researcher with a maximum of three 
years of postdoctoral experience (star�ng from the 
date of the doctoral disserta�on defense) who will 
present a paper at the Geneva ESHMS conference 
2016.
The winner will be awarded a 400 € grant.

Eligibility: all early career scholars as defined above are 
welcome to submit a full paper by June 1st 2016.

The ESHMS 2016 poster prize
The ESHMS offers financial support to the best poster 
a t  t h e  G e n e v a  E S H M S  c o n f e r e n c e  2 0 1 6 . 
The winner –single author, or the first author in case of 
mul�ple authorship– will be awarded a 200 € grant.

Eligibility: all par�cipants with accepted posters who 
are present at the Geneva ESHMS conference 2016.



Organiza�on

ESHMS board (h�p://www.eshms.eu/execu�ve-commi�ee) and local commi�ee:
• Claudine Burton-Jeangros, University of Geneva (claudine.jeangros@unige.ch)
• Stéphane Culla�, University of Geneva
• Vanessa Fargnoli, University of Geneva
• Raphaël Hammer, University of Health Sciences (HESAV), Lausanne

Organiza�on of sessions 

 Sessions can take either the form of a pre-organized symposium or an open session. A typical session 
lasts 90 min and includes 3 to 4 papers, there can also be series of sessions on the same themes.

Pre-organized sessions and papers can cover to
ics under any of the following issues:

• Technologies and policies for healthy lives 
• Professional and lay experiences of the health impera�ve
• Inequali�es and social determinants of health
• Risk behaviours
• Gender and health
• Vulnerabili�es and health
• Austerity and health
• Health policy
• Health services
• Lifestyles
• Subjec�ve well-being and quality of life
• Welfare states
• Mental health
• Health care and rehabilita�on
• Health promo�on
• Wellbeing at work
• Life course perspec�ve on health: trajectories and transi�ons

ESHMS 16�� BIENNAL CONGRESS

27-29 June 2016
University of Geneva

For more informa�on please see here: 
h�ps://www.unige.ch/sciences-societe/socio/fr/recherche/healthy-lives-technologies-policies-and-

experiences

3



4

  Call for Par�cipa�on

   This workshop will address the strengths and 
limita�ons of narra�ve methods in the sociological 
study of health and illness, with a specific aim of 
helping social science doctoral students and young 
re s e a rc h e rs  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  fie l d  w h o  a re 
undertaking narra�ve research to find their own 
answers to some of the methodological challenges 
inherent in this approach. The workshop will 
provide an opportunity for par�cipants to engage 
in discussions about their and others’ research 
projects with student colleagues as well as with 
experienced scholars in the sociology of health and 
illness who will assist them as mentors. 

   The use of narra�ve methods in health research 
has grown extensively since the 1980s; both as an 
interview approach that gives the interviewee 
control over the direc�on and content of the 
conversa�on and the space in which to provide 
their own storied account,and as an analy�cal tool 
for elici�ng deeper layers of meaning from stories 
of health and illness. Interest in narra�ve based 
medicine – allowing pa�ents to tell their own 
account of illness as a counterpoint to prevailing 
medical models – has developed in parallel to the 
growth of narra�ve methods in qualita�ve social 
science. The growth in narra�ve methods has 
sparked debates over authen�city, subjec�vity and 
what some have viewed as the imposi�on of a 
narra�ve thread onto disparate events and 
dimensions of experience.

 

 Calls for amore cri�cal engagement with the 
l imita�ons  of  narra�ve research have been 
countered by re-emphasis on the importance of 
allowing individuals to tell and retell difficult stories 
in a way that makes sense to them.
 T h e  w o r k s h o p  w i l l  b e g i n  w i t h  a  s h o r t 
methodological lecture providing an overview of 
narra�ve methods in the sociological study of health 
and illness and debates concerning the strengths, 
limita�ons and challenges of narra�ve approaches.  
Workshop par�cipants will then be divided into 
smaller groups to discuss a small number of current 
research projects presented by fellow par�cipants. 
The workshop will end with a final plenary session to 
share the main points that have emerged from the 
group discussions. 

Eligibility:
 Social science PhD students and early career 
researchers working in the field of health and illness 
are eligible to apply. 

The Venue:
The workshop is organized by ESHMS at University of 
Geneva, Switzerland.

PhD and early career workshop
‘Narra�ve methods in health research’

27th June 2016 prior to ESHMS conference, Geneva, Switzerland



Important deadlines: 
Abstract submission: 31st January 2016

Submission of presenta�on: 1st June 2016

Prospec�ve mentors:The workshop mentors are established scholars in the field of sociology of health and 
illness and are involved in the Global Health Network, including the interna�onal Medical and Health 
Sociology academic associa�ons (ESHMS, ESA, ISA). 

Keynote speakers / convenors: 
o Dr Paula Feder-Bubis, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Israel
o Professor Guido Giarelli, University Magna Graecia, Italy
o Dr Sarah Earthy, University of Her�ordshire, UK
o Professor Hilary Thomas, University of Her�ordshire, UK

How to apply: 
A brief  b iography,  including the appl icant ’s 
ins�tu�onal affilia�on and research interests, should 
be sent to: federbub@bgu.ac.il, by the 31st January 
2016. If you wish to offer your own narra�ve data for 
discussion in a small group, please include a short 
abstract of your proposed presenta�on (between 
250 and 300 words).  Oral presenta�ons should be 
concise (15 minutes) to allow adequate �me for 
discussion of the data and approach within the small 
group.

Applicants will be no�fied about acceptance by the 
beginning of March. Par�cipants who are presen�ng 
t h e i r  o w n  wo r k  a re  re q u i re d  to  s e n d  t h e i r 
presenta�on ( including study objec�ves and 
ques�ons, study methods if known, any preliminary 
findings and ques�ons) for the group discussion by 
the 1st June 2016for distribu�on toco-par�cipants 
and mentors. 

Costs: 
The par�cipants are not required to pay any fees. 
However, they will be responsible for covering their 
own travel and accommoda�on expenses.

PhD and early career workshop
‘Narra�ve methods in health research’

27th June 2016 prior to ESHMS conference, Geneva, Switzerland
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3rd Interna�onal ESS Conference: 
'Understanding key challenges for European socie�es in the 21st century’

�13-15th July 2016
Amphimax, University of Lausanne, Switzerland

 Including two open sessions, there are four 
sessions being organized around health. The two 
defined health sessions are:
 
1. Compara�ve health research: studying health and 
illness cross-na�onally and over �me
 
Session organiser(s): Sarah Van de Velde, University of 
Antwerp; Veerle Buffel, Ghent University
 
In this session we focus on compara�ve research on 
social dispari�es in physical and/or mental health, 
across countries, and across �me in Europe. A�en�on 
may be paid to dispari�es by gender, age, family or 
soc ioeconomic  pos i�on.  Iden�fy ing in  which 
ins�tu�onal context and/or period, these health 
dispari�es occur and exploring their rela�on with 
specific social policies (such as family, health care, and 
labour market related policies) may improve the 
understanding of the phenomena. Therefore, we 
welcome cross-na�onal research exploring health 
inequali�es across different ins�tu�onal contexts at 
different levels, such as the country and/or the 
regional level. In addi�on, we encourage researchers 
to submit research that addi�onally incorporates the 
temporal varia�on in health. The repeated cross 
sec�onal design of the ESS enables the explora�on of 
age trajectories, cohort differences and/or periodical 
trends in health inequali�es. The ESS has seven waves 
(since 2002 every two years) with informa�on about 
the general health status, and three waves (wave 3, 6 
and 7) with informa�on on mental health.

2. Health inequali�es in Europe and their social 
determinants

Session organiser(s): Courtney McNamara, Norwegian 

 University of Science and Technology; Terje Eikemo, 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology; 
In partnership with:  Mirza Balaj ,  Norwegian 
University of Science and Technology; Tim Huijts, 
Queen Mary University London; Clare Bambra, 
Durham University
 
Social inequali�es in health con�nue to be a key 
public health problem in European countries. They 
also represent an area of increasing interest to public 
health researchers, medical sociologists and social 
epidemiologists. This session aims to assemble top 
papers which test theories of health inequali�es 
through use of the ESS rota�ng module ‘Social 
inequali�es in health and their determinants’. This 
new rota�ng module incorporates a broader set of 
comparable European health determinants and more 
nuanced health outcomes than has previously been 
available. Papers will be selected so that a range of 
health outcomes (e.g., mental health, BMI, self-
reported diagnoses) and social determinants (e.g., 
chi ldhood condi�ons,  working environment, 
psychosocial factors, and lifestyle factors) are 
considered. Compara�ve studies as well as single-
country case studies focusing on determinants of 
health inequali�es will be welcome. Preference 
however, will be given to studies which draw on a 
cross-na�onal macrosociology of popula�on health. 
An addi�onal objec�ve of this session is to produce a 
set of papers for an edited book on social inequali�es 
in health. Par�cipants will therefore be asked to 
submit elaborated papers for discussion.

Deadline for Submission: 17th January 2016

For more informa�on about the Conference and submission 
process please see here: 

h�p://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/docs/about/3rd-
Interna�onal-ESS-Conference_call-for-papers-with-list-of-

sessions.pdf
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The ESHMS 3rd Special Interest Meeting in 
Trondheim 

 The ESHMS 3rd Special Interest Mee�ng, ‘Europe in a Global Perspec�ve’, 
was held September 3-4 in Trondheim, Norway.  The conference brought together 
nearly 100 par�cipants and aimed to examine European public health, both its 
determinants and specific health outcomes, in a global perspec�ve.

 On September 2, a pre-conference event was organized to discuss 
the u�liza�on of the health inequality module of the 7th round of the 
European Social Survey (ESS). Discussions were centered on establishing 
collabora�ons and avoiding overlap in research efforts. Over 35 
par�cipants a�ended this event which was held at Hotel Scandic 
Lerkendal, in one of the most spectacular mee�ng rooms in Norway, 75 
meters above the ground.

 The Special Interest Mee�ng had two main components. The first 
component consisted of parallel working groups where 20 researchers 
presented their work. The second component consisted of keynote and 
plenary speakers. On the first day, Prof. Johan P. Mackenbach opened the 
mee�ng with a presenta�on on the progress of reducing health inequali�es 
in Europe. The second day was opened by Prof. Ronald Labonté with a lecture 
on the poli�cal economy of globaliza�on and health. We also welcomed 
Øyvind Giæver, from the Norwegian Directorate of Health, who spoke about 
how evidence on health inequali�es has influenced policies in Norway; Prof. 
Steinar Wes�n who presented on welfare states and their capability to 
protect against widening health inequali�es; Dr. Sigrun Olafsdo�r who 
provided a summary of the US-UK Medical Sociology Conference in Iceland 
and Prof. Steinar Krokstad who discussed the HUNT Study, one of the world`s 
most extensive health surveys. We also took �me to discuss the possibility of 
research collabora�on and joint proposals inspired by a presenta�on from 
Linden Farrer from Eurohealthnet. 

Prof. Johan P. Mackenbach

Prof. Ronald Labonté

Prof. Terje Eikemo
the coference organizer



The ESHMS 3rd Special Interest Meeting in 
Trondheim 

 The s�mula�ng scien�fic programme of the Mee�ng was matched by an equally 
lively social programme. Following the pre-conference, we enjoyed tapas and drinks at 
Trondheim’s oldest pub, along the River Nidelven. 

 The conference dinner was held at Rockheim, the country’s na�onal museum of 
pop and rock music, where we learned all about Norway’s place in the history of rock & roll.

Dinner was enjoyed alongside a dazzling sunset and 
framed by a panorama view of the Trondheim �ord. 
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NEWS FROM POLAND
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II Na�onal Scien�fic and Training 
Conference

"Sociology of medicine - health promo�on 
- aging” 

was held March 20-21, 2015 in Wroclaw, Poland. The 
ini�ator and main organizer of the conference was 
the Department of Humanis�c Sciences, Wroclaw 
Medical University (dr. Małgorzata Synowiec-Piłat)  
and the co-organizers the Wroclaw University of 
Environmental and Life Sciences (Prof. Barbara 
Kwiatkowska, Prof. Krzysztof Borysławski) as well as 
the Polish Anthropological Society represented by 
Prof. Maria Kaczmarek,  the President of the Society. 

 The conference was aimed to examine the 
current state of  sociological ,  psychological , 
anthropological and medical research on the elderly 
in Poland and to undertake an  a�empt to start the 
interdiscipl inary discussion on strategies to 
counteract the adverse social, psychological and 
health phenomena of the aging process both at the 
micro, mezzo  and macro level. 
The issues related to the elderly and the process of 
aging were discussed by almost 200 professionals 
from many perspec�ves , like public policy, health 
a n d  w e l f a r e ,  h e a l t h  p r o m o �o n ,   s o c i a l 
marginaliza�on and inclusion,  psychological 
problems,  sexuality et cetera. 

 Best papers  will be published in English in  
the Anthropological  Review, Volume 78, 2015 issue 
3. DOI:10.1515/anre-2015-0023. 
Journal homepage: www.ptantropologiczne.pl

Enjoy the reading!

Dr Małgorzata Synowiec-Piłat

All members of the ESHMS are encouraged to send 

any material that they would like to see included in future newsletters.

Contact: Zoa Slonska (slonska@post.pl)

Polish Medical 
Socjology ended 

50 years.
 

More in the next 
issue of our 
newsletter

http://www.ptantropologiczne.pl
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